
Police-reported crime statistics, 2015
Released at 8:30 a.m. Eastern time in The Daily, Wednesday, July 20, 2016

Police-reported crime in Canada, as measured by both the Crime Severity Index (CSI) and the crime rate,
increased in 2015. This marked the first rise in police-reported crime in 12 years. The CSI grew 5%
from 2014 to 2015, but was 31% lower than it was a decade earlier in 2005.

The rise in the CSI, which measures the volume and severity of police-reported crime, was primarily a result of
more incidents of fraud, breaking and entering, robbery, and homicide. A notable increase in crime reported in
Alberta and smaller increases in British Columbia, Ontario and Saskatchewan also contributed to the upward
movement of the national CSI.

Chart 1
Police-reported crime severity indexes, 1998 to 2015
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Note(s): Crime severity indexes are based on Criminal Code incidents, including traffic offences, as well as other federal statute violations. The base index was set
at 100 for 2006 for Canada. Populations are based on Statistics Canada's July 1 estimates.
Source(s): CANSIM table 252-0052.

The traditional police-reported crime rate, which measures the volume of police-reported crime relative to the
population size, also increased in 2015, rising 3% from the previous year. While the crime rate grew in 2015, it has
generally been on a downward trend since the early 1990s, with the only other increase reported in 2003.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=252-0052&p2=31


The Daily, Wednesday, July 20, 2016

Component of Statistics Canada catalogue no. 11-001-X2

Chart 2
Police-reported crime rates, 1962 to 2015
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Note(s): Information presented in this chart represents data from the Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Aggregate Survey, and permits historical comparisons back
to 1962. New definitions of crime categories were introduced in 2009 and are only available in the new version of the UCR back to 1998. As a result, numbers in this
chart do not match data released in the new format. Specifically, the definition of violent crime has been expanded. In addition, UCR aggregates include some
different offences in the "other crimes" category. Populations are based on Statistics Canada's July 1 estimates.
Source(s): Uniform Crime Reporting Survey (3302).

There were almost 1.9 million Criminal Code incidents (excluding traffic) reported by police in 2015,
approximately 70,000 more than in 2014.

In 2015, rates of police-reported crime increased for most Criminal Code violations. Among the violent violations
with an increase in rate were attempted murder (+22%), Criminal Code violations specific to the use, discharge and
pointing of firearms (+22%), homicide (+15%), robbery (+5%), sexual assaults (+4%), and major assaults (+3%).

Rates for all types of property crimes increased from 2014 to 2015, including fraud (+15%), possession of stolen
property (+13%), identify fraud (+9%), theft over $5,000 (excluding motor vehicles) (+8%), theft of a motor vehicle
(+6%) and breaking and entering (+4%).

The overall volume and severity of violent crime, as measured by the violent CSI, increased 6% from 2014 to 2015,
largely due to increases in robbery, homicide, attempted murder, and violations specific to the use, discharge and
pointing of firearms. Increases in violent crime in Alberta, British Columbia and Ontario also contributed to the
increase in the national violent CSI.

The non-violent CSI grew 4% in 2015, driven by a rise in police-reported incidents of fraud and breaking and
entering. Several provinces, most notably Alberta, reported an increase in property crime, contributing to the gain in
the national non-violent CSI.

http://www.statcan.gc.ca/imdb-bmdi/3302-eng.htm
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Police-reported crime up in most provinces and territories

In 2015, the police-reported CSI rose in 8 of the 13 provinces and territories. The largest increases were reported in
Alberta (+18%), New Brunswick (+12%), the Northwest Territories (+10%) and Saskatchewan (+10%). Since the
inception of the CSI in 1998, there have only been three other occasions when a provincial increase of 10% or more
was seen.

In Alberta, the higher CSI was primarily the result of more incidents of breaking and entering, theft of $5,000 or
under, and motor vehicle theft. Higher numbers of incidents of breaking and entering in 2015 also contributed to the
increase in CSI in New Brunswick, Manitoba, Saskatchewan and the Northwest Territories, but other violations
contributed as well.

The CSI for Ontario, Canada's largest province, increased 2%, largely due to a growth in police-reported fraud.

Prince Edward Island (-10%), Nova Scotia (-7%), Nunavut (-4%), Quebec (-3%) and Yukon (-2%) reported lower
CSIs in 2015.

A decrease in the number of homicides contributed to the decline in the CSI for Prince Edward Island, Yukon and
Nunavut. Fewer incidents of breaking and entering and thefts of $5,000 or under were responsible for the lower CSI
for Nova Scotia.

Similar to previous years, CSIs and crime rates were highest in the territories, followed by the western provinces. In
all three territories, a large part of the difference between the territorial and national CSI can be attributed to a high
volume of less serious crime, such as mischief, which accounted for 37% of police-reported crime in the territories,
compared with 15% nationally.

The western provinces all reported CSIs and crime rates in 2015 that were higher than the national average, with
Saskatchewan continuing to record both the highest CSI (135.8) and crime rate (11,178 incidents
per 100,000 population) among the provinces.

The high CSIs reported in the western provinces can be partly attributed to the relatively high number of incidents of
breaking and entering. As in the territories, mischief was also an important contributing factor to high CSIs,
accounting for 23% of police-reported crime in Saskatchewan and 24% in Manitoba.

Prince Edward Island (49.7), Ontario (50.6) and Quebec (55.7) reported the lowest CSIs in 2015.

Crime Severity Index increases in most census metropolitan areas

Of the 33 census metropolitan areas (CMAs) in Canada, 20 reported increases in their CSI values in 2015. Calgary
(+29%) reported the largest increase, followed by Moncton (+20%), Victoria (+16%), Edmonton (+16%) and
Abbotsford–Mission (+14%). The CMAs with the largest declines in CSI were Thunder Bay (-11%), Québec (-6%)
and Sherbrooke (-6%).

As has been the case since 2010, the two CMAs with the highest CSIs in 2015 were Saskatoon (112.5) and Regina
(107.6). Relatively high CSIs were recorded in Edmonton (101.6), Kelowna (98.0), Abbotsford–Mission (96.6) and
Vancouver (96.2).

The CMAs with the lowest CSIs continued to be Québec (41.8), Barrie (43.3), Toronto (45.7), Ottawa (46.5), Guelph
(48.4) and Sherbrooke (49.2).
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Rate of cannabis and cocaine-related drug offences has fallen in recent years, while other
drug crime has grown steadily

In Canada, drug offences such as possession, trafficking, importation and exportation, and production fall under the
Controlled Drugs and Substances Act (CDSA). In 2015, there were about 96,000 CDSA offences reported by
police, representing a rate of 269 per 100,000 population. Of these offences, half (51%) were incidents of cannabis
possession, while 9% were related to the trafficking, production or distribution of cannabis.

In contrast to the increase in most crimes in 2015, the overall rate of police-reported drug violations decreased 9%
in 2015. This decrease was primarily the result of a lower rate of drug offences involving cannabis (-15%); the rate
of cannabis offences has been falling steadily since 2011. In 2015, the rate of police-reported offences related to
cocaine (-7%) declined for the third year in a row.

CDSA offences related to drugs other than cannabis or cocaine accounted for 23% of all drug crime in 2015. Unlike
offences related to cannabis or cocaine, rates for these other drug offences increased in 2015 (+14%) and have
generally been increasing since 1995. Police reported a notable increase in the possession and trafficking,
production and distribution of methamphetamines or crystal meth (+25%) in 2015. Rates also increased for drug
offences related to heroin (+18%), methylenedioxyamphetamine or ecstasy (+7%) and "other drugs" such as LSD,
"date rape" drugs and prescription drugs such as fentanyl (+6%).

Fewer youth accused of crime in 2015

There were approximately 92,000 youth accused of a Criminal Code offence in 2015, about 2,700 fewer than in the
previous year. Youth include persons aged 12 to 17 years.

Of the 92,000 youth accused of a criminal offence in 2015, 45% were formally charged or recommended for
charges by police, while 55% were dealt with by other means, including those diverted from the formal criminal
justice system through the use of warnings, cautions, referrals to community programs and other diversion
programs.

From 2014 to 2015, the Youth Crime Severity Index (YCSI) declined for the ninth consecutive year, down 1%
to 60.6. The decrease in the YCSI was primarily due to reductions in non-violent crime. The YCSI measures both
the volume and severity of police-reported crime by youth (both charged and not charged).

In 2015, there were 1,888 youth accused of property crimes by police for every 100,000 youth in Canada. This
represented a 1% decline in the rate of youth accused of property crime, and includes a 2% decrease in mischief.
The rate of youth accused of theft of $5,000 and under was not significantly changed. These are the two most
common property crimes for which youth are accused.

At 1,265 per 100,000, the rate of youth accused of violent crime was 1% lower in 2015. The rate decreased 2% for
common assault and 8% for uttering threats, the two most common police-reported violent crimes committed by
youth. However, the rate of youth accused of sexual assault (+4%) and major physical assault (+2%) increased.

With the increase in homicides in 2015, there were 35 youth charged with homicide, 6 more than in 2014.

While the overall rate of youth charged was down 1% and the rate of youth dealt with otherwise by police
declined 2%, the rate of adults charged was up 2% in 2015.
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Note to readers

The crime rate and the Crime Severity Index (CSI) are complementary measures of police-reported crime. The crime rate measures the
volume of crime reported to the police per 100,000 population, while the CSI measures both the volume and severity of crimes reported to
the police.

To calculate the CSI, each violation is assigned a weight. CSI weights are based on the violation's incarceration rate and the average
length of prison sentence handed down by criminal courts. The more serious the average sentence, the higher the weight for that offence.
To calculate the CSI, the weighted offences are summed and then divided by the population. As with the other indexes, to simplify
comparison, the CSI is then standardized to a base year of "100" (for the CSI, the base year is 2006). In other words, all CSI values are
relative to the Canada-level CSI for 2006. CSI values are available back to 1998.

In addition to the overall CSI, a Violent Crime Severity Index and a Non-violent Crime Severity Index were created. Like the overall CSI,
they have been standardized; therefore, the values for these indexes are relative to the Canada-level indexes for the base year, namely
"100" for 2006.

For more information on the concepts and use of the severity indexes, see the document, Measuring Crime in Canada: Introducing the
Crime Severity Index and Improvements to the Uniform Crime Reporting.

Data are drawn from the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey, a census of all crime known to and substantiated by police services. However,
for incidents of child pornography, due to the complexity of these incidents, the data likely reflect the number of active or closed
investigations for the year that reside within the police records management system, rather than the total number of incidents reported to
police. Police-reported crime statistics conform to a nationally approved set of common crime categories and definitions. They have been
systematically reported by police services and submitted to Statistics Canada every year since 1962. Differences in local police service
policies, procedures and enforcement practices can affect the comparability of crime statistics at the municipal level.

Statistics Canada also collects self-reported victimization data from the General Social Survey on Victimization (GSS).The GSS collects
information on self-reported incidents of criminal victimization, regardless of whether they were reported to the police. The GSS on
Victimization is carried out every five years; the most recent cycle for which data are available was conducted in 2014.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/olc-cel/olc.action?lang=en&ObjId=85-004-X&ObjType=2
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Table 1
Police-reported crime for selected offences, Canada
  2015 2014 to 2015 2005 to 2015

number rate % change in rate % change in rate

Total, all violations 2,111,021 5,888 2 -27
 

Total Criminal Code (excluding traffic) – "crime rate" 1,863,675 5,198 3 -29
 

Violent crime, total 380,795 1,062 2 -24
Homicide 604 2 15 -18
Other violations causing death 88 0s -19 -17
Attempted murder 774 2 22 -15
Sexual assault – level 3 – aggravated 104 0s -11 -47
Sexual assault – level 2 – weapon or bodily harm 377 1 13 -13
Sexual assault – level 1 20,881 58 3 -18
Sexual violations against children1 4,532 13 -1 ...
Assault – level 3 – aggravated 3,286 9 0s -5
Assault – level 2 – weapon or bodily harm 47,119 131 4 -16
Assault – level 1 156,688 437 1 -23
Assault peace officer 9,835 27 2 -7
Other assaults 2,140 6 -1 -41
Firearms – use of, discharge, pointing 2,295 6 22 4
Robbery 22,080 62 5 -39
Forcible confinement or kidnapping 3,555 10 7 -18
Abduction 386 1 -1 -40
Extortion 3,057 9 11 79
Criminal harassment 20,001 56 1 -21
Uttering threats 62,845 175 0s -31
Threatening or harassing phone calls 14,540 41 3 -46
Commodification of sexual activity2 628 2 ... ...
Other violent Criminal Code violations 4,980 14 10 13

 
Property crime, total 1,154,315 3,220 4 -34
Breaking and entering 159,338 444 4 -45
Possess stolen property 19,798 55 13 -48
Theft of motor vehicle 78,849 220 6 -56
Theft over $5,000 (non-motor vehicle) 15,573 43 8 -19
Theft of $5,000 or under (non-motor vehicle) 488,540 1,363 2 -31
Fraud (excluding identity fraud)3 94,396 263 15 ...
Identity fraud3 14,201 40 9 ...
Mischief 274,829 767 3 -30
Arson 8,791 25 2 -39

 
Other Criminal Code offences, total 328,565 916 0s -13
Counterfeiting 669 2 13 -60
Weapons violations 14,560 41 4 -20
Child pornography 4,314 12 10 216
Prostitution2 171 0s ... ...
Terrorism4 173 0s 126 ...
Disturbing the peace 104,129 290 0s -23
Administration of justice violations 175,341 489 0s 0s

Other violations 29,208 81 0s -23
 

Criminal Code traffic violations 125,834 351 -4 -7
Impaired driving 72,039 201 -4 -17
Other Criminal Code traffic violations 53,795 150 -3 11
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Table 1 - continued
Police-reported crime for selected offences, Canada
  2015 2014 to 2015 2005 to 2015

number rate % change in rate % change in rate

Drug offences, total 96,423 269 -9 -7
Possession – cannabis 49,577 138 -15 3
Possession – cocaine 7,284 20 -6 -32
Possession – methamphetamines5 6,130 17 27 ...
Possession – heroin 1,602 4 27 201
Possession – methylenedioxyamphetamine5 416 1 12 ...
Possession – other drugs5 7,262 20 8 ...
Trafficking, production or distribution – cannabis 9,082 25 -16 -53
Trafficking, production or distribution – cocaine 7,859 22 -9 -27
Trafficking, production or distribution – methamphetamines5 1,849 5 19 ...
Trafficking, production or distribution – heroin 751 2 2 91
Trafficking, production or distribution –

methylenedioxyamphetamine5 153 0s -4 ...
Trafficking, production or distribution – other drugs5 4,458 12 4 ...

 
Other federal statute violations, total 25,089 70 -2 -28
Youth Criminal Justice Act 6,929 19 -15 -47
Other federal statutes 18,160 51 4 -15

... not applicable
0 true zero or a value rounded to zero
0s value rounded to 0 (zero) where there is a meaningful distinction between true zero and the value that was rounded
1. This is a relatively new crime category with only partial data available prior to 2010, therefore the percentage change from 2005 to 2015 is not shown.
2. In December 2014, new legislation came into effect governing prostitution-related activities. Therefore, the percentage change from 2005 to 2015 is not shown.
3. In January 2010, the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey was modified to create new violation codes for identity fraud and identity theft. Prior to 2010, those offences

would have been coded as fraud. Therefore, the percentage change from 2005 to 2015 is not shown.
4. Includes seven new terrorism violations, which were introduced mid-year 2013 as a result of the enactment of Bill S-7 (An Act to amend the Criminal Code, the

Canada Evidence Act and the Security of Information Act). An additional terrorism violation code was introduced in late 2015, as a result of the enactment of Bill
C-51, Anti-terrorism Act (2015). Therefore, comparisons to previous years should be made with caution. The percentage change from 2005 to 2015 is not shown.

5. In April 2008, the Uniform Crime Reporting Survey began counting violations involving methamphetamines (that is, crystal meth) and
methylenedioxyamphetamine (MDA) (that is, ecstasy) under their own unique violation codes. Prior to this, violations involving methamphetamines and MDA were
counted within the category of "other drugs". Therefore, the percentage change from 2005 to 2015 for violations involving methamphetamines, MDA or "other
drugs" are not shown.

Note(s): Police-reported statistics may be affected by differences in the way police services deal with offences. In some instances, police or municipalities might
choose to deal with some offences using municipal by-laws or provincial provisions rather than Criminal Code provisions. Counts are based on the most
serious violation in the incident. One incident may involve multiple violations. Data for specific types of crime are available, in most cases, from 1977.
Rates are calculated on the basis of 100,000 population. Percentage changes are based on unrounded rates. Populations are based on Statistics
Canada's July 1 estimates.

Source(s): CANSIM table 252-0051.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=252-0051&p2=31
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Table 2
Police-reported Crime Severity Index and crime rate, by province and territory
  Crime Severity Index Crime rate

2015 2014 to 2015 2015 2014 to 2015

    index   % change   rate   % change

Canada 69.7 5 5,198 3
Newfoundland and Labrador 65.6 5 5,793 4
Prince Edward Island 49.7 -10 4,141 -12
Nova Scotia 61.9 -7 4,970 -9
New Brunswick 63.0 12 4,933 10
Quebec 55.7 -3 3,387 -3
Ontario 50.6 2 3,547 0s

Manitoba 104.3 8 8,161 5
Saskatchewan 135.8 10 11,178 6
Alberta 102.3 18 7,957 12
British Columbia 94.7 4 7,844 3
Yukon 183.6 -2 23,605 0s

Northwest Territories 319.0 10 44,316 1
Nunavut 270.2 -4 32,495 4

0 true zero or a value rounded to zero
0s value rounded to 0 (zero) where there is a meaningful distinction between true zero and the value that was rounded
Note(s): The Crime Severity Index (CSI) is based on Criminal Code incidents, including traffic offences, as well as other federal statute violations. For the CSI, the

base index was set at 100 for 2006 for Canada. The crime rate is based on Criminal Code incidents, excluding traffic offences. Rates are calculated on the
basis of 100,000 population. Percentage changes are based on unrounded rates. Populations are based on Statistics Canada's July 1 estimates.

Source(s): CANSIM tables 252-0051 and 252-0052.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=252-0051&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=252-0052&p2=31
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Table 3
Police-reported Crime Severity Index and crime rate, by census metropolitan area
  Crime Severity Index Crime rate

2015 2014 to 2015 2015 2014 to 2015

    index   % change   rate   % change

Census metropolitan area1,2,3        
Canada 69.7 5 5,198 3
St. John's 74.1 1 5,885 3
Halifax 62.8 -5 4,819 -9
Moncton 78.5 20 6,771 21
Saint John 56.3 1 4,693 -2
Saguenay 53.8 -3 3,194 -1
Québec 41.8 -6 2,959 0s

Sherbrooke 49.2 -6 3,204 -3
Trois-Rivières 56.7 -4 3,417 -2
Montréal 59.1 -2 3,572 -4
Gatineau4 53.6 -5 3,725 1
Ottawa5 46.5 4 3,329 -2
Kingston 56.5 2 4,793 -4
Peterborough 55.0 3 4,287 -4
Toronto 45.7 2 2,892 2
Hamilton 50.5 -1 3,483 -2
St. Catharines–Niagara 52.2 2 3,544 0s

Kitchener–Cambridge–Waterloo 59.8 7 4,558 6
Brantford 77.1 3 5,731 2
Guelph 48.4 -1 3,811 1
London 65.4 0s 5,305 -3
Windsor 62.0 8 4,470 5
Barrie 43.3 -1 3,581 -5
Greater Sudbury 59.4 -3 4,319 -5
Thunder Bay 80.1 -11 6,078 -6
Winnipeg 87.2 8 5,738 6
Regina 107.6 5 8,146 3
Saskatoon 112.5 2 8,427 2
Calgary 78.3 29 5,279 25
Edmonton 101.6 16 7,625 12
Kelowna 98.0 9 8,170 10
Abbotsford–Mission 96.6 14 7,452 15
Vancouver 96.2 1 7,407 1
Victoria 72.6 16 6,059 10

0 true zero or a value rounded to zero
0s value rounded to 0 (zero) where there is a meaningful distinction between true zero and the value that was rounded
1. A census metropolitan area (CMA) consists of one or more neighbouring municipalities situated around a major urban core. A CMA must have a total population

of at least 100,000 of which 50,000 or more live in the urban core. To be included in the CMA, other adjacent municipalities must have a high degree of integration
with the central urban area, as measured by commuting flows derived from census data. A CMA typically comprises more than one police service.

2. CMA populations have been adjusted to follow policing boundaries.
3. The Oshawa CMA is excluded from this table because of the incongruity between the police service jurisdictional boundaries and the CMA boundaries.
4. Gatineau refers to the Quebec part of the Ottawa–Gatineau CMA.
5. Ottawa refers to the Ontario part of the Ottawa–Gatineau CMA.
Note(s): Police-reported statistics may be affected by differences in the way police services deal with offences. In some instances, police or municipalities might

choose to deal with some offences using municipal by-laws or provincial provisions rather than Criminal Code provisions. The Crime Severity Index (CSI) is
based on Criminal Code incidents, including traffic offences, as well as other federal statute violations. For the CSI, the base index was set at 100 for 2006
for Canada. The crime rate is based upon Criminal Code incidents, excluding traffic offences. Rates are calculated on the basis of 100,000 population.
Percentage changes are based on unrounded rates. Populations are based on Statistics Canada's July 1 estimates.

Source(s): CANSIM tables 252-0051 and 252-0052.

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=252-0051&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=252-0052&p2=31
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Available in CANSIM: tables 252-0051, 252-0052 and 252-0075 to 252-0090.

Definitions, data sources and methods: survey number 3302.

The Juristat article, "Police-reported crime statistics in Canada, 2015" (85-002-X), is now available. From the
Browse by key resource module of our website under Publications, choose All subjects, then Crime and
justice, and Juristat.

For more information on the Crime Severity Index, see the video, "Measuring crime in Canada: a detailed look
at the Crime Severity Index."

Additional data are available upon request.

For more information, or to enquire about the concepts, methods or data quality of this release, contact us
(toll-free 1-800-263-1136; 514-283-8300; STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca) or Media
Relations (613-951-4636; STATCAN.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.STATCAN@canada.ca).

http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=252-0075..252-0090&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=252-0052&p2=31
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/cansim/a03?lang=eng&pattern=252-0051&p2=31
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/imdb-bmdi/3302-eng.htm
http://www5.statcan.gc.ca/bsolc/olc-cel/olc-cel?catno=85-002-X&lang=eng
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/bsolc/olc-cel/olc-cel?catno=85-002-X201600114642&lang=eng
http://www.statcan.gc.ca/eng/sc/video/csi
mailto:STATCAN.infostats-infostats.STATCAN@canada.ca
mailto:STATCAN.mediahotline-ligneinfomedias.STATCAN@canada.ca

