
British Columbia is Underpoliced

BC Officers Deal with far more crimes 
per constable than the rest of 

Cannada



Canada is generally underpoliced 
compared to comparable nations



Police numbers have kept pace with 
population growth in Canada



Crime has outpaced growth in police 
personnel in Canada for the last 50 years





BC has been underpoliced 
since at least the 1960’s

• 1962- BC police dealt with 50% more crime per 
sworn officer than police in the rest of Canada

• 1996 – BC officers handled 66% more crime per 
sworn officer than police in the rest of Canada

• 2004 – Just before the surge in additional hiring, 
BC officers handled 85% more crime per sworn 
officer than police in the rest of Canada

• 2012 – Things are better, but BC officers still 
handled 43% more crime per sworn officer than 
police in the rest of Canada


